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HIDDEN SECRETS OF API EXAM QUESTIONS 
 

 

It is a not-too-well hidden feature of API ICP exam questions that they fall into four distinct 

types;  

 

1. Direct quote questions 
 

These have their origin in the verbatim (word-for-word) form of the code documents. The correct 

answer contains a string of words exactly as they appear in the code. The other (incorrect) 

answer options do not exactly match the wording of the code, even though they may look 

‘correct’ at first reading. 

 

2.Loose quote/paraphrase questions 
 

With these, the ‘correct’ answer matches the general meaning of some string of words as they 

appear in the code, but is not exactly the same, word-for-word. These are more suitable to API 

SIFE closed-book rather than open-book questions used in other API exams. Typical words 

included to catch you out are: 

 

• Generally 

• Most commonly 

 

3. Elimination questions 
 

In these, the answer deemed correct it the one that is less wrong than the others. It may not be 

correct in all engineering or historical circumstances, so the questions tend to be general, and 

lacking in qualifying information. These questions puzzle some engineers, because in a technical 

sense, least wrong, does not necessarily mean right. 

 

4. General knowledge questions 
 

These are based on technical facts that are considered sufficiently widely known to be general 

knowledge that an inspector should possess, by virtue of past training and experience. They may 

be justified by peripheral or general statements in the code documents,   

 

 

Distractors 
 

All the four question types can be changed by the application of a couple of commonly-used 

distractors. The main ones are; 

 

• The ‘not question’. The question contains negative or ‘not’ statements  
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• The ‘sounds correct’ answers. Answer options sound correct, but if you look 

more closely have some word or figure that makes them incorrect. 

. 

 

You can see from the examples above that answering API ICP exam questions correctly is not 

only about having good technical knowledge. It is necessary to have some understanding of the 

philosophy behind the exam questions also.  

How can we help you? 

If you have any specific queries about API exam questions then contact Matthews Integrity 

Hub: HEAD OFFICE  

 

 


